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HOWDY PARTNER: Inone his non-diving cameo roles, Big John
films a beer commercial with Jack Palance and Jackie Gleason.

The closed-set commercial, done for trade industry executives, never
aired. Arrow in picture points to Big John.




CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Despite the fun, the work is tiring. During a
typical 12-hour day when ocean scenes are shot,
McLaughlin will spend up to eight hours
underwater.

“I’ve gone through 16 tanks in one day.”

While the lure of movie work was too
tempting for McLaughlin to ignore, the same
can’t be said of other Hollywood temptations.

“He’s big and handsome and rugged and he
could have had half a dozen of the popsies
[Editor’s note: We're pretty sure this means
babes] 1n all those movies he’s been 1n, but he
stays with his wife Dorothy,” said McAllister,
Big John’s friend. “I’m really impressed with
that.”

“Yeah, [ always did come home,” McLaughlin
deadpans.

“Getting underwater is
not a profession. You have
to know what to do when

you get there.”

Ask McLaughlin about movie stars and he’ll
tell you that most of them are “prima donnas.”
Those are the printable words. He lumps exotic
James Bond beauty Barbara Carrerra, Sylvester
Stallone [The Specialist] and film director Mike
Nichols [Day of the Dolphin] into the category
of Hollywood people he just didn’t plain like.

“Nichols would sit inside his little air-condi-
tioned trailer the whole time, never come out to
talk with anyone except the assistant director,”
McLaughlin said. “I spent days one time mov-
ing around several big yachts and float planes
for one scene, painstakingly getting all the lines
running the right way and arranging everything
just so. Four hours later, he walks out of the
trailer, takes one look at what I've done, then
tells his assistant that’s exactly how he wants
things, but it all needs to be facing the other way.”

McLaughlin had nothing but kind words for
the late Don Ameche [“one of the nicest people
['ve ever met”], who starred in Cocoon, a Florida
film where McLaughlin designed the
underwater alien light pods.

Brooke Shields [Wet Gold] and Brian
Dennehy also rate high praise for their down-to-
earth personalities. Another actor tops with
McLaughlin is the late Lloyd Bridges.
McLaughlin was Bridges’ stunt double in the
later Sea Hunt television episodes. The physical
- resemblance between the two men 1s remarkable,
even down to their icy blue eyes.

“They could use close-up shots of me in a
mask, which is very unusual,” McLaughlin said.

Bridges was one of the few stars who wanted
to learn everything about diving and eventually
became certified. Bridges’ relaxed demeanor
made him one of McLaughlin’s favorite actors.

DIVE LEGEND: Big John doubled for Lloyd Bridges in Sea Hunt. They posed here on the
set of Around The World Under The Sea, where Big John doubled for Bridges again.

“Lloyd was the type of guy you’d want for
your next door neighbor.”

Some of Big John’s
Movie Credits

Dr. No
The Spy Who Loved Me
_ Thunderball
Never Say Never Again

| License to Kill

Goldfinger

True Lies
The Specialist
Around the World Under the Sea
Donnie Brasco

Fair Game
I Mako: Jaws of Death |

Lady in Cement
Day of the Dolphin
Raise The Titanic!

Another one of McLaughlin’s close calls
occurred during Sea Hunt, a 1950s television se-
ries filmed in Nassau and Silver Springs, Fla,
Bridges’ character, Mike Nelson, was supposed
to free dive to 120 feet to save a friend trapped
inside a sphere [mini-sub] perched perilously on
the Lyford Cay wall in the Bahamas.

The cameras rolled as McLaughlin, clad 1in
swim trunks, performed the stunt in 110 feet of
water, breathing between takes off a safety diver’s
regulator. Unexpectedly, the sphere began to
tumble down the wall. Even more unexpectedly,
the safety diver took off after it, leaving
McLaughlin alone and without air.

“It was a long way up,” he said.

. B

Joan Durbin is editor of The Observer in Deerfield
Beach. She is a certified movie-buff who confessed to
growing up wanting to be the first female James Bond.
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